Ocean State Traveler

“PROMOTING ODD FELLOWSHIP THROUGH POSITIVE COMMUNICATION™

Grand Master’s Message

Greetings Brothers and Sisters of the Grand Lodge of Rhode Island.

| bring you the greetings of the Grand Lodge of Rhode Island, all of our Offi-
cers, and my own personal greetings to you and your family. Happy Begin-
ning of Summer!

It has been a busy several weeks. Since our last communication, my son
Tristan has graduated from 8th grade, my middle daughter Scarlet from 5th
Grade, and my baby girl Kendall from Kindergarten. It goes quickly!

Over the memorial day weekend | traveled with Barbara and Donald McLaren
to the Grand Lodge Session of Quebec. We had a very nice time during the 4
days and 3 nights. While we were there we went on a “Safari” Friday after-
noon in the Lake Brome area before Session. Thank you to the Grand Lodge
of Quebec for all the hospitality and great weekend! Also thank you to the
McLaren’s for allowing me to ride along with them for this trip. My next visit
was to Massachusetts Grand Lodge Session, the first weekend in June.
Thank you to George Glover for transportation and being my plus one for Fri-
day night banquet and Saturday session. Barbara and Donald McLaren also
attended Friday night banquet with George and |. For Saturday Session, R.I.
was represented very well! Attending was John and Jen Lawson, Mark How-
ard, and Disa Johnson. Thank you to Massachusetts Grand Lodge!

The Grand Master’s Picnic will be July 27th at 1PM at the Gotauco’s home in
North Kingstown. See flyer for directions. Also more information will be com-
ing for the Grand Master’s Steak fry. The executive board will be setting up-
dates for your lodge installations along with Grand Masters visits.

Yours in Friendship, Love and Truth,

Thomas A Gotauco Jr., Grand Master
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Grand Patriarch’s Megsage

To the Officers and Members of the Grand Encampment of Rhode Island and
Connecticut.

Well, Summer is finally here!! Hope everyone is keeping cool. This is the time
of year where we tend to take things easy — ah the dog days of summer!

Do not forget your shut-ins — all it takes is a phone call, a note or a visit to
keep in touch. Think about giving someone a ride to lodge. I'm sure it would
be appreciated.

Once again we should all be thinking about getting new members. Our lodges
are the feeding ground for Encampment members. However, we can still be
responsible for obtaining new members for our lodges. We need to be
“Visible” in our communities — suppers, game nights for example. Always
have an application at the ready — you never know when someone will say
yes.

My project this year encompasses both Rhode Island and Connecticut —
Ronald McDonald House in Providence; Fairview Odd Fellows Home of Con-
necticut. | will be having a fundraiser for my projects in the fall — meatloaf
anyone!!

Till we meet again, In Faith Hope and Charity,
Donald E. McLaren
Grand Patriarch

2025—2026 Grand Encampment Officers
Grand Patriarch Donald E. McLaren, PGP, PGM , GCR,
Grand High Priest Disa K. Johnson, PPRA, PGP
Grand Senior Warden Vincent Braucci, PGM
Grand Scribe Barbara A. McLaren, PGP, PGM, PPIALAPM
Grand Treasurer George L. Glover IIl, PSGM
Grand Junior Warden John A. Lawson, Ill, PGM
Grand Representative Barbara A. McLaren, PGP, PGM, PPIALAPM
Alt Grand Representative George L. Glover IIl, PSGM
Grand Marshal John C. Beebe lll, PGP, PGM, GCR
Grand Inside Sentinel Bryan King, PGP, PGM
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2025—2026 GRAND LODGE OFFICERS

Grand Master Thomas A. Gotauco Grand Representative John C Beebe, Ill, PGM
Deputy Grand Master Michael J. Seger Alt Representative Michael J. Seger, PGM
Grand Warden Jennifer M. Lawson Grand Marshal Eric D. Johnson
Grand Secretary Barbara A. McLaren, PGM Grand Conductor Elizabeth Aleszczyk
Grand Treasurer George L Glover, lll, PSGM Grand Chaplain John A. Lawson, IIl., PGM
Immediate PGM Michael J. Seger, PGM Grand Guardian Jason Greene

Grand Herald Donald E. McLaren, PGM

, On July 10, 1875 a group of men petitioned the Grand
o Q Lodge of Rhode Island to form Seaconett Lodge No. 39
in the town of Little Compton. Today, 150 years later,
they are seeing a resurgence of membership and look-
ing forward to another 150 years stronger than ever.

ANNIVERSARY

Memory Lane from 2008

Odd Fellow and Rebekah members from Lodges around Rhode Island proudly
marched in the annual Memorial Day Parade in Little Compton. This event features
the very best of small town America: a parade with representatives from over 30
organizations, patriotic speeches, music, ball games and a picnic!
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GRAND MASTER’S PICNIC

The 2025 Grand Master’s Picnic will be held on

Sunday, July 27 AT 1 PM. Grand Master Tom has

offered his yard for the festivities. 772 Fletcher

: Road, North Kmgstown, RI .
From Route 95 South, take Exit for Route 4. Take Exit 7- Quonset
exit. Then the first Exit taking a left off the ramp (stop sign) and a

.........................................................................................................

straight across. That will be Newcomb Rd. On this road there is a stop
sign. Then continue around the corner when you get to the stop sign
take a right onto Fletcher Rd.

but we ask that vou make
reservations so that we have
enough food for all.
PLEASE BRING LAWN
CHAIES

. Please make reservations no |

later than July 19th with George !

; Glover via email ;

georgeglover(@verizon.net or
cell phone 401-499-8216
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Members—do we have members!!

On Sunday, May 31st the Grand Lodge Degree Team conferred the
Initiatory Degree on 24, yes | said 24, members of Seaconett
Lodge of Little Compton!! What a thrilling and wonderful time to
see the lodge hall FULL!!

The degree team consisted of: Front Row: Jason Greene, Thomas
Gotauco, Barbara McLaren, Deare Warren and George Glover.
Second Row: John Lawson, John Beebe, Donald McLaren, Russell
Wordell, Bob Booth and Jennifer Lawson.

Congratulations to all the new members. May your years in Odd
Fellowship be long and fruitful.

—
A
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HAPLAIN'S
CORNE

Thoughts from the Grand Lodge Chaplain
In the last article, | spoke about one of the principles of Odd Fellowship, Friendship.
This time | bring up the principle that is central among all of them, Love. Again, we are
shown an example of it in the story as given in the Second degree. But other than that,
what is Love? Is it just a short term conditional good feeling? Is it just something to
make greeting cards, or lyrics to songs? No, Love is the action one takes because of
the value they have placed on another’s life. Love is an action verb.

Now in the last article, | gave some Bible verses on the subject of Friendship. If | tried
to give all the verses in the Bible about Love, | might as well just quote from Genesis
1:1 to Revelations 22:21. As we read in | John 4:8, "Whoever does not love does not
know God, because God is love."

Are we to love only our family, only our friends, only the people who are nice to us,
only those we can expect something back? This is the way the world considers Love.
To the world it is a transactional thing, “I pat your back, you pat mine”. But is that the
example we are to go by in scripture?

Consider Romans 5:8, "But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we
were still sinners, Christ died for us." Focus on that “While we were still sinners”, while
we were enemies, while we were attacking and insulting God, he still loved us.

So does that mean | have to love the people | don’t like? Yes. Do | have to love the
people that are mean and insult me? Yes. What about that guy who cut me off in traf-
fic? Yep, him too.

Love like this is indeed Odd to the outside world. So are you an Odd Fellow?

John Lawson, lll,

Grand Chaplain

IN OUR PRAYERS / THINKING OF YOU

Eric Olsen Jane Jerauld Fran M. Kane
Ada Beebe Karen Hawkins David Springer
John Beebe Charles Igo Liz Aleszcyzk

Stella Moitozo Claire Bergus
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The Sovereign Grand Lodge celebrates 200
years since its formation 15 January 1825

The Grand Lodge of the United States: 1825. — A
preliminary meeting of the “Grand Lodge of the United States” was
called, and met “in the new Hall,” January 15, 1825, for the purpose
of organizing the Grand Lodge of the United States. Four
jurisdictions were represented: Maryland, by a representative;
Massachusetts, New York, and Pennsylvania, by proxies. The
separation of the body from the Grand Lodge of Maryland was
approved, and the new constitution was adopted. Thomas Wildey
was unanimously elected Grand Master; John Welch, Deputy Grand
Master; William Williams, Grand Secretary; and Thomas Mitchell,
Grand Guardian. Information of the work done at this meeting was
sent, by letters, to the several Grand Lodges; a resolution to print
the “Past Grand's charge book,” and the portion of the
“Remembrance and Third degrees which the Vice Grand was to
repeat,” were adopted, and the first session of the Grand Lodge of
the United States of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, passed
into history.

ODD FELLOWSHIP IN AMERICA

The Order of Odd Fellows originated in England in the 18th Century. The Lodges were originally formed by
working men for social purposes, for giving the brethren aid, and for assisting them to obtain employment
when out of work. When a brother could not obtain work, he was given a Card and funds enough to carry
him to the next Lodge. If unsuccessful there, that Lodge facilitated his further progress in the same way.
When he found employment, he deposited his Card in the Lodge in that locale.

Odd Fellows in England practiced four principles: “to visit the sick, relieve the distressed, bury the dead,
and educate the orphan.” The Lodges in England gradually banded together and formed the Order of Odd
Fellows, Manchester Unity in 1809, In September of 1817, Thomas Wildey, an Odd Fellow from England,
moved to Baltimore, MD. As a stranger in a strange land, he sought the acquaintance of his fellow
countrymen living in Baltimore. He met with John Welch, also an Odd Fellow, and the two men decided to
start a Lodge. They advertised in the local newspaper, The Baltimore American, for three more Odd
Fellows to join them, that they might form a Lodge. On April 26, 1819, five Odd Fellows met at the Seven
Stars Tavern, and in keeping with the ancient custom, self-instituted themselves a Lodge, which they
named “"Washington Lodge of Odd Fellows.”

Thus Odd Fellowship was born on the North American continent, with Thomas Wildey recognized as the
founder of Odd Fellowship in North America. Odd Fellowship grew rapidly, with Lodges being instituted
next in Massachusetts, New York and Pennsylvania. Eventually, Odd Fellowship spread throughout the
United States and Canada. By this time, American Odd Fellowship became known as the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows, since it was independent of the Order of Odd Fellows, Manchester Unity. The
Independent Order of Odd Fellows expanded to Rhode Island in June 1829, with the institution of Friendly
Union Lodge #1 in Providence. The Grand Lodge of Rhode Island was instituted in Providence on June 15,
1844, James Wood was elected to be the first Grand Master.
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Emery Pineo

Joanne Mower

United States of America
Barbara Rocha

Patrick Warren

Steven Groves

Paul Grenier

Peg Bugara

Allysa Beebe
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JULY REMINDERS

Choose happlness. Choose health
Choose yourself

The time that you enjoy
Is not wasted

—
—

You deserve as much of
your-attentlon-as others

You can be 3 nlce person and still

.   t;::z 5{154 € 7
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SMALL THINGS

have boundarles

ABOUT AUGUST Donald McLaren 4
Thomas Wright 9

e Tl David Springer 10

@ Seashells Tn all Nicole Sadaniantz 15

..“ # 1 .
Ve shapes & colors j%t Bob Paquin 22

Endless hours Multicolor Roy Pruett 25
of sunshine , sunsets Robert Boss 26
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. o=@ _"1’ Thomas Chadronet 26
120 A
f"p'{) Spontaneous \ 4 Paul Bamford 28
- summer trips |

Homemade Freshly baked

lemonade
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@ LODGE DIRECTORY

HARMONY LODGE # 5 SEACONNET LODGE # 39 Lty — 49
96 Slocum Road Rod & Gun Club WAMPANOAG
N. Kingstown, Rl 02852 88 John Dyer Road ENCAMPMENT No. 23
Thomas Gotauco, GM, Sec Little Compton, Rl 02837 125 N. Broadway
772 Fletcher Road John A Lawson, PGM, Sec. East Providence, Rl 02916
No. Kingstown, RI 02852 120 Wilson Street Michael Seger, GM, Scribe
401-884-4623 Rumford, Rl 02916 46 Hope Street
Meets: 2nd and 4th Thursday 401 434-1491 Rumford, Rl 02916
7:00 PM Meets: 4th Thursday 7 PM 401 434-7401
Meets: 4th Friday 7:00 PM
CANONICUS LODGE #9 EXCELSIOR LODGE # 49
125 N. Broadway 178 High Street MASSASOIT
Rumford, Rl 02916 Bristol, RI 02809 ENCAMPMENT # 8
Jennifer Lawson, GW Sec. Deare Warren, PGM, Sec 178 High Street
125 N. Broadway 120 Water Street Bristol, Rl 02809
Rumford, Rl 02916 Portsmouth, RI 02871 John A. Lawson, PGM, Scribe
401 489-8132 401 683-3056 120 Wilson Street
Meets: 2nd and 4th Friday Meets: 2nd and 4th Rumford, Rl 02916
7:30 PM Tuesday 7:00 PM 401 434-1491

Meets: 4th Tuesday 8:00 PM
UNITED BROTHERS
LODGE #13
178 High Street
Bristol, Rl 02809
Frank Moitozo, PGM, Sec.
64 Salisbury Street
Rehoboth, MA 02769

508 336-6912 REBA REBEKAH LODGE # 12 CANTON PROVIDENCE #1
Meets: 1st Thursday 4:30 PM 178 High Street 125 N. Broadway
Bristol, RI1 02809 East Providence, Rl 02916
MANUFACTURERS Nancy Edler, PPRA, Sec. John A. Lawson, PGM, Clerk
LODGE # 15 55 Sea Breeze Lane 120 Wilson Street
Scottish Rite Building Bristol, Rl 02809 Rumford, Rl 02916
2115 Broad Street 401 253-9917 401 434-1491
Cranston, RI Meets: 1st Thursday 7:00 PM Meets: 4th Tuesday, 7:30 PM
Harold Nonnenmacher, Sec.
115 Holiday Court MIZPAH REBEKAH Grand Secretary Office
Wakefield, Rl 02879 LODGE # 22 _
401 782-6004 125 Broadway Days vary due to appoint-
Meets: 1st Wed and 3rd East Providence, Rl 02916 ments
Thurs 7:00 PM Shirley Lawson, Sec.
120 Wilson Street Please call for if you would
GRANITE LODGE # 33 Rumford, RI 02916 like to come by
178 High Street 401 434-1491
Bristol, RI 02809 Meets: 3rd Tuesday 7:00 PM 10:30AM—4:30 PM
John A. Lawson, PGM, Sec. )
120 Wilson Street 178 High Street
R“m’:% 4R1'2921916 NOTE CHANGES IN Bristol, RI 02809
Meets: 3rd Wednesday LODGE DIRECTORY 401-253-9540
11:00 AM Glri-2@hotmail.com

loof News: ioof.org
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The Grand Lodge of the State of Rhode Island
Independent Order of Odd Fellows

Hhmls!]}’ -U

PO Box 296 JIH'H[IIII"
Bristol, RI 02809-0296 www.ioofri.org 2
&
Jul-25
1 [F"' [l Canada Day
4 249h Birthday of United States
Massachusetts Annual Pilgrimage to Cathedral of the
26 Pines, Rindge NH - Noon
Grand Master's Picnic, Grand Master's House, North
27 Kingstown, Rl
Past Grand Officers' Association, Davenport's Bar and
31 Grille, East Providence -- 6 PM
August 2025
August 13 - 26 Grand Lodge Office Closed
August 19 - 22 Sovereign Grand Lodge Session, Charleston, WV
Other Events
TBD Annual Steak Fry
Grand Officers Night - Manufacturers Lodge No. 15, 7 PM.
Sept 3 Scottish Rite Building, 2115 Broad St. Cranston, 02905.
Grand Officers Night - Reba Rebekah Lodge No. 12,
Sept 4 Dinner 6 PM. 78 High Street, Bristol, Rl
Sept 19 - 20 Grand Lodge of Connecticut, Cromwell
Grand Officers Night - Harmony Lodge No. 96 Slocum
Sept 25 Road N. Kingstown, RI
Sept 25 Grand Master - Grand Patriarch Reception
October 18 - 19 Grand Lodge of Maine, Waterville

FROM THE EDITOR

The Ocean State Traveler is published bi-monthly by the Grand Lodge of The
State of Rhode Island. Want to see news from your lodge? E-mail me with
any information and photos and | will try to get the articles in the next edi-
tion. Deadline for submission is the 15th of each even numbered month

(February, April, June, August, October and December).






