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Ocean State Traveler

“PROMOTING ODD FELLOWSHIP THROUGH POSITIVE COMMUNICATION"

Grand Master’s Message

Greetings Brothers and Sisters of the Grand Lodge of Rhode Island.

| bring you the greetings from the Grand Lodge, the newly elected and ap-
pointed as well as my own Personal Greetings!

| would like to take a minute to Thank all my Brothers and Sisters for their
support, encouragement and education as | learn and grow in this organiza-
tion. Thank you for the confidence you have placed in me as | fill this Grand
Master position. Thank you to my home Lodge, Harmony #5, for there help
and support. Thank you George Glover and the McLarens’ for all of their
help and guidance. Lastly | would be remiss if | didn’t thank my wife, Laura
and family for their help and support as | continue my Odd Fellows journey.

For the Brothers and Sisters that were unable to attend our Annual Session
on April 11-12, 2025 held at the Radisson in Warwick, Rl The meals were
good and the staff was wonderful! It was nice to see familiar faces and
meet new ones.

This year we had 5 students receiving scholarships. My daughter Page
Beckert, Ellis Devesin, Mia Devesin, Avery Warren and Mason Carcieri.
However, only two of them were able to join us at the banquet Avery Warren
and Page Beckert.

Sister Barbara and | will be getting together to make plans for the steak fry
and Picnic Information to follow. My project this year is Cancer research as
it touches many families as well as my own. | will also be working on my pin.

My family and | have traveled to Northern NH for the New Hampshire Grand
Lodge Session along with Donald and Barbara McLaren. A lovely time was
had. | will be traveling with Barbara and Donald as they drive to Quebec’s
Session end of May. In June | will be attending Massachusetts Session.

In Friendship, Love and Truth, Thomas A Gotauco Jr. , Grand Master
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Grand Patriarch’s Message

To the Officers and Members of the Grand Encampment of Rhode Island and
Connecticut.

| wish to thank this Grand Encampment for elevating me as your Grand Patri-
arch for this fraternal year. We must get into our communities to seek new
members for our Order and into our lodges to seek new members for our en-
campments.

Not only must our Order grow, but we need fresh ideas and looking at things
from a different angle. What worked in the 20th century is not necessarily the
best way for the 21st century. Don’t discount anyone’s ideas just because ‘we
never did it that way’!

Be a Mentor — not just to new members but to all members. Don’t let someone
sit alone. We all can learn and we all can be teachers. The Encampment de-
grees continue the lessons of Odd Fellowship.

As spring has sprung, it is time to sow new seeds of Odd Fellowship. The
Grand Scribe has applications if you need any.

Till we meet again, In Faith Hope and Charity,
Donald E. McLaren
Grand Patriarch

2025—-2026 Grand Encampment Officers
Grand Patriarch Donald E. McLaren, PGP, PGM , GCR,
Grand High Priest Disa K. Johnson, PPRA, PGP
Grand Senior Warden Vincent Braucci, PGM
Grand Scribe Barbara A. McLaren, PGP, PGM, PPIALAPM
Grand Treasurer George L. Glover lll, PSGM
Grand Junior Warden John A. Lawson, Ill, PGM
Grand Representative Barbara A. McLaren, PGP, PGM, PPIALAPM
Alt Grand Representative George L. Glover Ill, PSGM
Grand Marshal John C. Beebe lll, PGP, PGM, GCR
Grand Inside Sentinel Bryan King, PGP, PGM
Grand Outside Sentinel
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2025—2026 GRAND LODGE OFFICERS

Grand Master Thomas A. Gotauco Grand Representative John C Beebe, lll, PGM
Deputy Grand Master Michael J. Seger Alt Representative Michael J. Seger, PGM
Grand Warden Jennifer M. Lawson Grand Marshal Eric D. Johnson
Grand Secretary Barbara A. McLaren, PGM Grand Conductor Elizabeth Aleszczyk
Grand Treasurer George L Glover, lll, PSGM Grand Chaplain John A. Lawson, lll., PGM
Immediate PGM Michael J. Seger, PGM Grand Guardian Jason Greene

Grand Herald Donald E. McLaren, PGM

From the Grand Secretary

| wish to thank everyone who sent me cards, texts, emails, phone calls
and prayers during my convalescence. Surgery went great, however, re-
habilitation has had its ups and downs. | am still doing therapy but am
only using my cane for outside, stairs and long distance walking. Getting
better every day.

Thank you to everyone who helped me get ready for the Grand Lodge and
Grand Encampment Sessions. | could have not done it without all of you.
It truly takes a village to accomplish great things.

The new Grand Lodge Office, on the first floor of the lodge hall in Bristol is
complete. | will be officially moving downstairs May 16th & 17th. A BIG
thank you to Tom Gotauco for all his hard work in completing this project.
There were lots of surprises with the old building. | will have an open
house sometime this summer so all can view the new office space.
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nual meeting on Friday, April 11th at the Radisson Airport Hotel, War-

wick. Patriarch Disa K. Johnson, Grand Patriarch presided over the ses-
sion. We were privileged to have the Deputy Sovereign Grand Master,
Brother Thomas Calabrese of New Jersey in attendance. The Grand Pa-
triarch of Maine and New Hampshire as well as the Immediate Past
Grand Patriarch of Massachusetts were able to be with us and brought
their greetings. Brother George Glover, PSGM, Grand Treasurer installed

Patriarch Donald E. McLaren, PGP as Grand Patriarch for the ensuing

term.

ﬁ Scholarships
The Grand Lodge sponsored three scholarships and the &7¢

Youth Committee sponsored two scholarships this year to
deserving families of our members. This year’s essay topic was “Should we keep the
Electoral College?”

« Ellis Devesin, grandson of Sister Patricia Koehne, PPRA, and cousin to Jessica
Veneri of Reba Rebekah Lodge No. 12 is attending State University of New York
at Oneonta, for business.

« Mia Devesin, granddaughter of Sister Patricia Koehne, PPRA, and cousin to Jes-
sica Veneri of Reba Rebekah Lodge No. 12 is attending University of Buffalo for
nursing

o Mason Carcieri, grandson of Brother Walter Kelley, PG of Manufacturers Lodge
No. 15 will be attending Western Governors University for Human Resources.

o Avery Warren, granddaughter of Deare and the late Maurice Warren of Excelsior
Lodge No. 49 is attending University of Rhode Island for pharmaceuticals.

o Page Beckert, daughter of Grand Master Thomas Gotauco of Harmony Lodge No.
5 is attending University of Rhode Island for Animal Science

We congratulate these recipients and wish them well in all their future endeavors

PAGE 4 May—June 2025



Joint Session Banquet

Over 50 Brothers, Sisters, Family and Friends enjoyed
[’ n ﬂ ﬂ r '\} fellowship and a wonderful buffet banquet Brother
George Glover once again acted as Toastmaster (he
does such a wonderful job). Grand Chaplain, Sister Jennifer Lawson
presented a moving memorial services. Sister Shirley Lawson and
Brother John Lawson favored us with a duet. The necrology was read
as flowers were placed in their memory. .

Presentation

to INSIGHT

from Grand
Master
Mike.

Thank you to all lodges who brought a
basket / item for the raffle

GRAND LODGE SESSION

The 180th Grand Lodge Session was held Saturday, April 12th at the
Radisson Airport Hotel, Warwick, RI. Brother Michael J. Seger, Grand
Master conducted a harmonious session as the Deputy Sovereign
Grand Master, Brother Thomas Calabrese of NJ looked on. We were
favored with visitors from New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Connecti-
cut, Maine and Quebec who brought their greetings. The reins were
passed to Brother Thomas A. Gotauco who was elected
and installed as Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of
Rhode Island for the term 2025—2026.

: :- ) If you would like an Advance Journal for 2025 and a Final
Journal for 2024 please let me know.

DSGM Tom Calabrese, GM Mike Seger,
DGM Tom Gotauco, PSGM George Glover.
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Awards

Awards — Awards

What an honor to have two wonderful members receive the Me-
dallion Award at our Grand Lodge Session. Brother Tom
Calabrese, DSGM presented the medallion awards to Brother
Thomas Gotauco of Harmony No. 5 and Sister Jennifer Lawson
Canonicus No. 9 for all their hard work and commitment for our
Order.

Continuing good works for our Order garnered the Special Recog-
nition Award for Brother Jason Greene, new member of Grand
Lodge Brother Michael Seger, Grand Master of Canonicus No. 9.
Two well deserving Brothers.

SAVE THE DATE

Grand Master’s Picnic will held on
Sunday, July 27th.
More Details will be forthcoming.
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Richard Usher 96

August 24, 1928 -- December 11, 2024
Past Grand Master 1992—1993
United Brothers Lodge No. 13
Reba Rebekah Lodge No. 12
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IN MEMORIAM |

Alvin Edler

November 4, 1934 -- January 22, 2025
United Brothers Lodge No. 13
Reba Rebekah Lodge No. 12

IN OUR PRAYERS / THINKING OF YOU

Eric Olsen Jane Jerauld Fran M. Kane
Ada Beebe Karen Hawkins
John Beebe

David Springer

Charles Igo George Glover
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l(':l C/)Al\?\ PNI-EAIN’S Thoughtts from the Grand Lodge Chaplain

One of the key principles of Odd Fellowship is friendship. We are
shown an example of it in the story as given in the First degree. But other than that, what
does the Bible say about friendship?

The Bible emphasizes the importance of friendship, portraying it as a source of strength,
support, and joy, with verses highlighting the value of loyal, loving, and encouraging
friends who stick together through thick and thin.

Here's a more detailed look at what the Bible says about friendship: Core Themes and
Verses:

Loyalty and Love:

"A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for a time of adversity" (Proverbs 17:17).
This verse emphasizes that a true friend is someone who loves and supports you, even
during difficult times.

Support and Encouragement:

"Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their labor: If either of them
falls down, one can help the other up" (Ecclesiastes 4:9-10). This verse highlights the
value of having someone to lean on and help you through challenges.

Shared Growth and Learning:

"As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another" (Proverbs 27:17). This verse
suggests that friendships can help us grow and learn from each other.

Choosing Friends Wisely:

"The righteous should choose his friends carefully, for the way of the wicked leads them
astray" (Proverbs 12:26). The Bible encourages choosing friends who will positively influ-
ence your life.

Friendship as a Gift:

"A man that hath friends must show himself friendly: and there is a friend that sticketh
closer than a brother." (Proverbs 18:24). This verse suggests that a good friend is a valu-
able gift in life, even more than family.

Encouragement:

"Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are do-
ing." (1 Thessalonians 5:11). This verse highlights the importance of encouraging and sup-
porting each other in friendships.

In summary, the Bible presents friendship as a valuable and essential aspect of life, em-
phasizing the importance of choosing friends wisely, loving and supporting each other,
and growing together in faith and character. So as the song by Michael W. Smith that
many learned in church camps and youth events ends :

“In the Father's hands we know That a lifetime's not too long To live as friends the more
you give, the more you receive.”

John Lawson, Ill, Grand Chaplain
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MAY BIRTHDAY'S

ohn Beebe

ean Heinemann

he—

Ve Birthabay of the S4ars ared Stripes
#1778

Flag Day is a holiday celebrated
on June 14 in the United States. It
commemorates the adoption of
the flag of the United States on
June 14, 1777 by resolution of the
Second Continental Congress.
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Originally known as Decoration
Day, what we now know as Me-
morial Day was first designated
© , after the Civil War as a day to
fﬂﬂgggj visit the graves of troops who
died in the conflict. In 1971,
Congress declared it a national holiday.

Memorial Day, observed on the last Monday
of May, is a day to honor members of the mili-
tary who were Killed in service, both during
deployments overseas or in training and ser-
vice in the U.S. Across the country, Ameri-
cans spend the day visiting cemeteries, at-
tending Memorial Day events and otherwise
honoring those who lost their lives in service
to the country. The day also traditionally
marks the first unofficial day of summer.

The red poppy is often worn on Memorial Day,

a tradition started during World War 7

John McCrae’s poem “In Flanders
Fields,” written in 1915

| and inspired by Canadian soldier

=1

JUNE BIRTHDAY’S

Ada Beebe 9
Disa Johnson 13
Cloe Koehne 15
Celia Kettle 23
Robert Gagnon 23
Eric Olsen 30




@ LODGE DIRECTORY

HARMONY LODGE # 5 SEACONNET LODGE # 39 o —
96 Slocum Road 32 Commons WAMPANOAG
N. Kingstown, Rl 02852 Little Compton, Rl 02837 ENCAMPMENT No. 23
Thomas Gotauco, DGM, Sec John A Lawson, PGM, Sec. 125 N. Broadway
772 Fletcher Road 120 Wilson Street East Providence, Rl 02916
No. Kingstown, Rl 02852 Rumford, Rl 02916 Michael Seger, GM, Scribe
401-884-4623 401 434-1491 46 Hope Street
Meets: 2nd and 4th Thursday Meets: 3rd Wednesday Rumford, Rl 02916
7:00 PM 1:00 PM 401 434-7401
Meets: 4th Friday 7:00 PM
CANONICUS LODGE #9 EXCELSIOR LODGE # 49
125 N. Broadway 178 High Street MASSASOIT
Rumford, Rl 02916 Bristol, Rl 02809 ENCAMPMENT # 8
Jennifer Lawson, Sec. Deare Warren, PGM, Sec 178 High Street
125 N. Broadway 120 Water Street Bristol, Rl 02809
Rumford, Rl 02916 Portsmouth, Rl 02871 George Glover, PSGM
401 489-8132 401 683-3056 Financial Scribe
Meets: 2nd and 4th Friday Meets: 2nd and 4th 15 Jaclyn Drive
7:30 PM Tuesday 7:00 PM Coventry, Rl 02816

401-499-8216
UNITED BROTHERS Meets: 3rd Thursday 7:00 PM
LODGE #13
178 High Street
Bristol, Rl 02809
Frank Moitozo, PGM, Sec.
64 Salisbury Street

Rehoboth, MA 02769

508 336-6912 REBA REBEKAH LODGE # 12 CANTON PROVIDENCE #1
Meets: 1st. Thursday 4:30 PM 178 High Street 125 N. Broadway
Bristol, Rl 02809 East Providence, Rl 02916
MANUFACTURERS Nancy Edler, PPRA, Sec. George Glover, PSGM, Clerk
LODGE # 15 55 Sea Breeze Lane 15 Jaclyn Drive
2115 Broad Street Bristol, Rl 02809 Coventry, Rl 02816
Cranston, RI 401 253-9917 401 499-8216

Harold Nonnenmacher, Sec. Meets: 1st Thursday 7:00 PM Meets: 4th Tuesday, 7:30 PM
115 Holiday Court

Wakefield, Rl 02879 MIZPAH REBEKAH Grand Secretary Office
401 782-6004 LODGE # 22 _
Meets: 1st Wed and 3rd 125 Broadway Days vary due to appoint-
Thurs 7:00 PM East Providence, Rl 02916 ments
Shirley Lawson, Sec. _
GRANITE LODGE # 33 120 Wilson Street Please call for if you would
178 High Street Rumford, RI 02916 like to come by
Bristol, Rl 02809 401 434-1491
John A.Lawson, PGM, Sec. = Meets: 3rd Tuesday 7:00 PM 10:30AM—4:30 PM
120 Wilson Street .
Rumford, RI 02916 178 High Street
Meet:P;r‘:i33\;t1a:?|1esda NOTE CHANGES IN Bristol, RI 02809
"11:00 AM y LODGE DIRECTORY 401-253-9540
Glri-2@hotmail.com

loof News: ioof.orq
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