
 

 

Ocean State Traveler 

Grand Master’s Message 

 

I again bring to you the greetings of the Grand Lodge of Rhode Island, my elected and 

appointed Officers as well as my personal greetings to you and your family. 

Summer has certainly made its presence felt in the last couple of weeks.  We hope all 

members and family members are taking care with the heat and humidity. 

The Grand Masters picnic was a success.  We had 30 members and guests attend.  I 

would like to thank Brother John Lawson, P.G.M. for his assistance in setting up a loca-

tion at the Masonic Youth Center in Warwick. I would also like to thank the Grand Chap-

lain Sister Jen Lawson for her help and assistance.  And last but not least I cannot for-

get to thank my wife Debbie for her help. 

The Grand Master’s steak fry is set for September 8th at St. John’s Masonic Lodge Hall 

in Portsmouth.  It is the former meeting location of Excelsior Lodge #49. Please contact 

the Grand Treasurer, George Glover, to reserve your reservations. This is always a great 

time for food and fellowship.  

By the time you read this article The Sovereign Grand Lodge Session has come and 

gone.  I flew out to Pittsburgh, PA with Brother George Glover, P.S.G.M. and Brother John 

Beebe, G.C.R., Sovereign Grand Messenger on August 16th and returned on August 23rd.  

We will be meet Sister Barbara McLaren, G.S and Brother Donald McLaren, G.M. at the 

hotel.   

Don’t forget to contact the Grand Secretary for your lodges installation and visitation.  

We would like to get a schedule set up as soon as possible.  I would like to thank all 

lodge secretaries for their assistance in this matter. 

Yours in Friendship, Love and Truth 

Michael J. Seger, Grand Master of Rhode Island. 
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PAGE 2              September—October 2024 

Grand Patriarch’s Message  

To the Officers and Members of the Grand Encampment of Rhode Island and 
Connecticut.  

 

At long last we have consolidated Hope and Devotion Encampments in New 
Milford, CT. It was for the best and I know that they will be stronger together. I 
would like to thank George Glover, Barbara McLaren and Donald McLaren for 
helping me with the consolidation ceremony.   

 

It is my pleasure to represent the Grand Encampment at the Grand Lodge and 
Rebekah Assembly of CT in September.  I am looking forward to greeting old 
friends and making new ones. 

 

Please remember my Charity is Meeting Street School.  They are always in 
need of school supplies.  I will pick up any donations you may have. 

 

Don’t forget term reports must be completed before any installations can be 
done.   

 

In F L and T 

Disa K. Johnson 

2024—2025 Grand Encampment Officers 

   Grand Patriarch     Disa K. Johnson, PPRA, 

   Grand High Priest    Frank X. Moitozo, PGP, PGM  

   Grand Senior Warden   Donald E. McLaren, PGP, PGM , GCR 

   Grand Scribe     Barbara A. McLaren, PGP, PGM, PPIALAPM 

   Grand Treasurer    George L. Glover III, PSGM 

   Grand Junior Warden   Vincent Braucci, PGM 

   Grand Representative   Barbara A. McLaren, PGP, PGM, PPIALAPM  

   Alt Grand Representative  George L. Glover III, PSGM 

   Grand Marshal     John C. Beebe III, PGP, PGM, GCR 

   Grand Inside Sentinel   Bryan King, PGP, PGM 

   Grand Outside Sentinel   David B. Springer, PGP, PGM 
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2024—2025 GRAND LODGE OFFICERS 

Grand Master    Michael J. Seger 

Deputy Grand Master  Thomas A. Gotauco 

Grand Warden   Disa K. Johnson, PPRA, GP 

Grand Secretary   Barbara  A. McLaren, PGM 

Grand Treasurer   George L Glover, III, PSGM 

Immediate PGM   John A. Lawson, III, PGM 

 

  

Grand Representative John C Beebe, III, PGM 

Alt Representative  Barbara A. McLaren, PGM 

Grand Marshal  Donald E. McLaren, PGM 

Grand Conductor  Claire A. Bergus 

Grand Chaplain  Jennifer M. Lawson 

Grand Guardian  Elizabeth Alesczyzk 

Grand Herald   Eric D. Johnson 

 

THE DO YOU KNOW CORNER  

From The Grand Secretary  

As I recently came back from Sovereign Grand Lodge Session in Pittsburgh and am 

getting ready for my upcoming knee surgery I don’t have many words of wisdom for 

this issue.   

I thought that I would educate you on some Rhode Island Trivia instead. 

Do you know how Rhode Island got it’s name?? Not being a native I re-

sorted to my friend Google — 

 The name “Rhode Island” originated from the Dutch word “Roodt 

Eylandt,” which means “Red Island.” It was given by Adrian Block, who noticed the 

reddish appearance of Aquidneck Island due to the clay deposits found along its 

shores. Over time, the name evolved into “Rhode Island.”   

 Originally the name was “The State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantation” 

Aquidneck Island is where Newport, Middletown and Portsmouth are located and 

was settled first in the 1600’s.  The “plantation” was the ‘mainland’ where Provi-

dence is located.   

 The founder of Rhode Island, Roger Williams, played a vital role in the naming of 

the state. Williams, a Puritan minister, settled in the area in 1636 after being ban-

ished from the Massachusetts Bay Colony due to his controversial religious views. 

He established Providence Plantations, a settlement based on the principles of reli-

gious freedom and separation of church and state. Williams referred to the area as 

“Rhode Island” in his writings and correspondence, and the name gradually gained 

popularity.  

Rhode Island is the smallest state by area but has 400 miles of coastline and the 

large bays and inlets that make up about 14% of its area. Hence its nicknamed the 

Ocean State.  



 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE GRAND MASTER 

SOVEREIGN GRAND LODGE SESSION 

PITTSBURGH. PA. 

Hello all of my brothers, sisters, family and friends. I would like to take this opportuni-
ty to tell everyone about my trip to Pittsburgh. I arrived along with Brother George 
Glover and Brother John Beebe. We flew into Pittsburgh and arrived at the airport at 
4:40 PM. We met up with Brother Donald and Sister Barbara McLaren at the hotel. 

We had Saturday as a day of organization and finding out where the meeting rooms are 
located. This was also a day pick up our registration packets for the week and check 
out the surrounding area by the hotel. 

Sunday night was the Official Opening of the Sovereign Grand Lodge Session.  Sister 
Barbara McLaren and I represented Rhode Island in the Flag Presentation.  What an 
honor.  Sister Barbara, editor of our Ocean State Traveler proudly accepted 5 awards 
for our newspaper — Way to go Barbara!! 

Monday was the official kick off of the Sovereign Grand Lodge Session. I was just a 
visitor, so I could not vote on any item. Each daily session finished at noon and differ-
ent committees met at that time to report back the following day. At that time a bill 
might be introduced for passage or would go back to the committee for further review. 
It was very interesting to see how the Sovereign Grand Lodge operates, a big differ-
ence from the Grand Lodge Session in Rhode Island. 

The Officers Banquet, was held on Monday, and the Installation Diner, was held on 
Wednesday. Both diners were attended by many brothers and sisters and the food was 
excellent.  Brother George Glover had the honor of installing Brother Gerald Work-
man, of West Virginia, as our new Sovereign Grand Master.  Rhode Island is certainly 
proud of Brother George. 

The Officers for 2024—2025 are: 

 Sovereign Grand Lodge 

 Sovereign Grand Master    Brother Gerry Workman, West Virginia 

 Deputy Sovereign Grand Master  Brother Tom Calabrese 

 Sovereign Grand Warden   Ronald Hanson, Washington 

 

International Association of Rebekah Assemblies  

 President IARA      Sister Mira Pitman, Colorado 

 Vice President IARA    Sister Pamela Isenhower, Texas 

 Warden IARA      Sister Sandra Nickerson, New Hampshire 
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The 2024 Sovereign Grand Lodge Session adjourned on Thursday around noon, with 
an impressive change of jewel ceremony conducted by our own Brother George Glov-
er as Installing Officer.  

Thursday evening we took a boat ride down the Monongahela River, right next to the 
hotel and traveled up the Allegheny River. During our trip we saw both Steelers and 
the Pirates stadiums. There was also a meal included on the boat, everyone had a good 
time. I had a nice conversation with the Grand Sire of Europe, our equivalent of Sov-
ereign Grand Master. He was also with a group from Norway and Sweden. I would 
like to thank Sister Barbara McLaren for allowing Brother John and myself the use of 
her tickets, thank you. 

Sister Barbara and Brother Donald McLaren were driving home on Saturday. Brother 
George, Brother John and myself flew out of Pittsburgh at 10:35 Friday morning and 
arrived back in Providence at 1:50 in the afternoon. I had a good and interesting time 
while in Pittsburgh. I’m sorry my wife, Debbie, was not able to attend. She was need-
ed at home with our aging dog. 

The attached are pictures that I took during my stay. The Oscar Meyer Weinermobile 
was stationed at our hotel. I wanted to take more but everyone was at committee meet-
ings and did not work out as I had planned. 

Yours in F.L.T. 

Michael J Seger, G.M. of Rhode Island 



 

 

OCEAN  STATE  TRAVELER  WINS  FIRST  PLACE  AWARDS 
 

The Ocean State Traveler, the official publication of the Grand Lodge of Rhode Island 

won First Place Awards in the categories of Best Column and Jurisdictional Leader-

ship from the International Press Association at The Sovereign Grand Lodge annual 

session held in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania during August.  The Ocean State Traveler al-

so won two second place awards  (Layout & Design and News Content) and a third 

place award for Best Use of Photography. 

What an honor for our jurisdiction!! 
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REMINDER TO ALL LODGES 

Term Reports have been sent out — NO lodge / encamp-

ment may be installed unless. The term report is complet-

ed.  Deputies please make sure this is complied with — it is 

a requirement of our Order. 

BARBARA  McLAREN  INSTALLED  AS  PRESIDENT  OF  THE 

 INTERNATIONAL  PRESS  ASSOCIATION FOR TWO YEARS 
 

Sister Barbara A. McLaren, Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Rhode Island and also 

Grand Scribe of the Grand Encampment of Rhode Island, was elected and installed as 

President of the International Press Association (IPA) at the annual session of The Sover-

eign Grand Lodge held in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania during August.  Also installed as offic-

ers of the IPA was Brother Jeffery Jones, PGM and Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of 

Wisconsin, as Vice President; together with Sister Penny Castle, Grand Secretary of the 

Grand Lodge of Ohio, who was installed as Secretary -Treasurer of the Association. 

The installation was conducted on Wednesday, August 21, 2024 by installing officer Dori-

an E. Sherman, Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Manitoba, who also served as 

Aide-de-Camp during the term 2010-11 for The Sovereign Grand Lodge. 

Although Barbara retired from her full time job, she certainly does not sit back and relax. 
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You are cordially invited to attend  

a RECEPTION & BUFFET for  

MICHAEL J. SEGER  

 Grand Master of the Grand Lodge 

 of Rhode Island  

Independent Order of Odd Fellows 

 and  

DISA K. JOHNSON 

Grand Patriarch of the Grand Encampment 

 of Rhode Island & Connecticut  

Independent Order of Odd Fellows  
 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2024 2:00 p.m. 

 Roger Williams-Rumford Grange Hall 

 125 North Broadway, Rumford, RI  

Sponsored by Canonicus Lodge No. 9, I.O.O.F. 

 R.S.V.P. by October 25th to: George Glover  

georgeglover@verizon.net 

401-499-8216 



 

 

IN MEMORIAM 
 

Patricia J. Koehne  88 

April 23, 1936 -- August 13, 2024 

Reba Rebekah Lodge No. 12 

Past President Rebekah Assembly of Rhode Island 

1990—1991 

IN MEMORIAM 
 

Frances A. Kane  94 

December 17, 1929 -- July 9, 
2024 

Mizpah Rebekah Lodge No. 22 

IN OUR PRAYERS / THINKING OF YOU 

Anthony Caprio 

Under Hospice Care 
 

Family of Sister Fran A. Kane  

on her passing 
 

Family of Sister Pat Koehne 

PPRA 

On her passing 

 

Eric Olsen 

Ada Beebe 

John Beebe 

Al Edler 

Deare Warren 

Tom Gotauco 

Jane Jerauld 

 

 

Karen Hawkins 

Dick Usher 

Charles Igo 

Fran M. Kane 

Barbara McLaren 

David Springer 
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Thoughts from the Grand Lodge Chaplain 

In this issue of the “Ocean State Traveler,” I will continue writing something about 
the watchwords of our order - “Friendship, Love, and Truth.” In the last issue, I be-
gan by talking about Friendship, the first link in the chain and the lesson of 
the First Degree of Odd  Fellowship, So, in this issue, I will continue with 
“Love,” the second link in the chain and the lesson of the Second Degree. 

There are many scriptures in the Bible about love, and one of the best known 
is Jesus saying, “Love one another as I have loved you.” (John 15:12). Jesus loved 
us so much that He gave His life for us. Are we willing to show our love for others 
as much as He did? In Hebrews 13:1, the author writes, “Let brotherly love contin-
ue.” The Independent Order of Odd Fellows is a “fraternal” organization, meaning 
that we are all family, brothers and sisters working together for a common purpose. 
We are to constantly demonstrate our brotherly love and concern for our fellow 
members. If you really want to read a whole chapter on love in the Bible, please 
check out 1 Corinthians 13, the “love chapter”, that is quoted many times at wed-
dings. We all need love and to also give love, remembering that “the more you give, 
the more you receive.” 

Jennifer Lawson, Grand Chaplain 
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Marcel Bavoux     5  

Eric Johnson      9 

John Lawson, III   15 

Leon Volpini    15 

Carl Adler    19 

Lucas Flavin   20 

Robert Howard  23  

Thomas Warren   23  

Nicolas Dalicanrao   1 

Scott Jamieson     5  

Jane Jerauld    10 

Cole Gomes    14 

Denise Bodreau   17 

Kevin Foley    26  

Maize /meɪz/ (Zea mays), also known 
as corn in North American English, is 
a tall stout grass that produces cereal 
grain. It was domesticated 
by indigenous peoples in southern 
Mexico about 9,000 years ago from 
wild teosinte. Native Americans plant-
ed it alongside beans and squashes in 
the Three Sisters polyculture. The 
leafy stalk of the plant gives rise to 
male inflorescences or tassels which 
produce pollen, and female inflores-
cences called ears. The ears yield 
grain, known as kernels or seeds. In 
modern commercial varieties, these 
are usually yellow or white; other vari-
eties can be of many colors.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_American_English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poaceae
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cereal_grain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cereal_grain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indigenous_peoples_of_Mexico
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indigenous_peoples_of_Mexico
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Teosinte
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bean
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cucurbita
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Three_Sisters_(agriculture)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Polyculture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inflorescence
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pollen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ear_(botany)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Corn_kernels


 

 

LODGE DIRECTORY 

HARMONY LODGE # 5 
96 Slocum Road 

N. Kingstown, RI  02852 
Thomas Gotauco, DGM, Sec 

772 Fletcher Road 
No. Kingstown, RI 02852 

401-884-4623 
Meets: 2nd and 4th Thursday 

7:00 PM 
 

CANONICUS LODGE # 9 
125 N. Broadway 

Rumford, RI  02916 
Jennifer Lawson, Sec. 

125 N. Broadway 
Rumford, RI  02916 

401 489-8132 
Meets: 2nd and 4th Friday  

8:00 PM 
 

UNITED BROTHERS  
LODGE #13 

178 High Street 
Bristol, RI  02809 

Frank Moitozo, PGM, Sec. 
64 Salisbury Street 

Rehoboth, MA  02769 
508 336-6912 

Meets: 1st. Tuesday 7:00 PM 
 

MANUFACTURERS  
LODGE # 15 

1515 Ten Rod Road 
N. Kingstown, RI 02852 

Harold Nonnenmacher, Sec. 
115 Holiday Court 

Wakefield, RI  02879 
401 782-6004 

Meets: 1st Wed and 3rd  
Thurs  7:00 PM 

 
GRANITE LODGE # 33 

178 High Street 
Bristol, RI  02809 

John  A. Lawson, PGM, Sec. 
120 Wilson Street 
Rumford, RI 02916 

401 434-1491 
Meets: 3rd Wednesday  

11:00 AM 
 
 
 
 
 

SEACONNET LODGE # 39 
8 Commons 

Little Compton, RI  02837 
John A Lawson, PGM, Sec. 

120 Wilson Street 
Rumford, RI 02916 

401 434-1491 
Meets: 3rd Wednesday  

1:00 PM 
 

EXCELSIOR LODGE # 49 
178 High Street 
Bristol, RI 02809 

Deare Warren, PGM, Sec 
120 Water Street 

Portsmouth, RI  02871 
401 683-3056 

Meets: 2nd and 4th  
Tuesday  7:00 PM 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

REBA REBEKAH LODGE # 12 
178 High Street 
Bristol, RI 02809 

Nancy Edler, PPRA, Sec. 
55 Sea Breeze Lane 

Bristol, RI  02809 
401 253-9917 

Meets: 1st Thursday 7:00 PM 
 

MIZPAH REBEKAH  
LODGE # 22 

125 Broadway 
East Providence, RI  02916 

Shirley Lawson, Sec. 
120 Wilson Street 
Rumford, RI 02916 

401 434-1491 
Meets: 3rd Tuesday 7:00 PM 

 
 

NOTE CHANGES IN 
LODGE DIRECTORY 

 
 

Ioof News: ioof.org   
 
 

 
 
 
 

WAMPANOAG  
ENCAMPMENT No. 23 

125 N. Broadway 
East Providence, RI  02916 
Michael Seger, GM, Scribe 

46 Hope Street 
Rumford, RI 02916 

401 434-7401 
Meets: 4th Friday 7:00 PM   

 
MASSASOIT 

 ENCAMPMENT # 8 
178  High Street 
Bristol, RI  02809 

George Glover, PSGM 
Financial Scribe 
15 Jaclyn Drive 

Coventry, RI  02816 
401-499-8216 

Meets: 3rd Thursday  7:00 PM 
CANTON PROVIDENCE #1 

125 N. Broadway 
East Providence, RI  02916 

George Glover, PSGM, Clerk 
15 Jaclyn Drive 

Coventry, RI  02816 
401 499-8216 

Meets: 4th Tuesday, 7:30 PM 

Grand Secretary Office  

Days vary due to appoint-

ments 

Please call for if you would 

like to come by 

10:30AM—4:30 PM 

178 High Street 

Bristol, RI 02809 

401-253-9540 

Glri-2@hotmail.com 
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The Grand Lodge of the State of Rhode Island 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows 
PO Box 296 
Bristol, RI  02809-0296  www.ioofri.org 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

Note:  The Grand Secretary will be having her right knee replaced 

on 9/9/24 so will be mostly unavailable for the month of September. 

Please contact George Glover, PSGM, Grand Treasurer if you need  

immediate assistance. 401-499-8216 


